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INTRODUCTION 

One  crucial  problem  posed  by  the  future  urban  developments  is  the 
problem  of  density.     The  increasing  density  of  a  megalopolis  must 
inevitably  create  tensions  and  exert  a  restrictive  effect  on  in- 
dividual activities  and  freedoms .     Human  behavior  cannot  be 
completely  programmed  if  our  towns  are  to  survive  as  centers 
of  human  encounter.     The  world  population  explosion  that  is 
sending  more  people  into  cities  everywhere  is  forcing  them  to 

adjust  to  an  entire  new  way  of  life strange  communications 

systems,  uncongenial  spaces,  mass  crowding  and  population  density. 

A.  One  of  man's  most  critical  needs  then  is  for  principles  for 
designing  spaces  that  will  maintain  a  healtl:y  density,  a  healt]:Ty 
interaction  rate,  a  proper  amoxmt  of  involvement,  and  a  continuing 
sense  of  etlinic  identification. 

B.  Dense  space  suggests  compactness,  compression,  smaller 
distances  betxreen  objects.     A  person  can  live  amidst  a  great 
multitude  only  by  showing  relative  indifference  toxirard  the 
majority  of  them.     Only  by  restricting  personal  contact  to  a 
limited  number  of  people  is  a  normal  life  possible.     In  urban 
areas  where  population  density  is  high,  the  family  and  home  will 
be  closed  to  the  outsider  but  the  larger  society  will  be  open. 
On  the  other  hand,  in  sparsely  populated  rural  areas  the  number 
of  people  that  one  meets   is  limited  and  the  inclination  to  know 
them  is   greater. 

C.  "Crowding"  does  not  necessarily  depend  on  the  density  of  persons 
in  a  given  space,  but  depends  to  some  degree  on  the  people  croirding 
a  person,  the  activity  going  on,  and  his  previous  experience 
involving  numbers  of  people  in  similar  situations. 

D.  Crowding  as  a  psychological  phenomenon  is  only  indirectly 
related  to  nurabers  or  densities  of  people.     It  is  possible  to 
feel  crox-jded  in  the  presence  of  fexj  and  not  crol^^ded  in  the 
presence  of  many.     It  is  directly  related  to  territorialty  and 
privacy.     It  occurs  when  the  number  of  people  an  individual  is 
in  contact  with  is  sufficient  to  prevent  him  from  carrying  out 
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some  specific  behavior  and  restricts  him  from  freedom  of  choice. 
Privacy  maximizes  the  individuals  freedom  of  choice,  vrhether 
for  reasons  of  personal  autonor^;^,   emotional  release,  or  self- 
evaluation,  the  individual  in  privacy  can  fulfill  his  needs . 
The  presence  of  others  distracts  and  inhibits  him.     In  relation- 
ship to  territorialty,   the  individual  can  lay  claim  to,   or  secure 
an  area  or  an  object.     He  maximizes  his  choice  of  freedomj 
invasion  of  his  territory  by  another  reduces   it. 

E.     lAJhen  does  cror-iding  represent  a  significant  social  problem? 
Given  the  population  explosion,  urban  crisis  discussion  of  the 
croiTded  city,   ghetto,  school,  highways j  hospital  and  mental 
institutions,   and  subvTays  are  common.     Some  settings,  chornicalily 
contain  excessive  densities  and  this  may  have  detrimental  long- 
range  effects  on  individuals   in  them.     There  are  two  simple 
solutions  to  the  problem:     1)  to  control  the  number  of  people; 
2)  and  to  limit  the  number  of  people  in  the  settings.     These 
are  both  being  done  by  methods  of  slcaring  doxm  the  population 
explosion  by  means   of  informing  people  about  birth  control, 
planned  parenthood,   etc.,  also  by  lesrning  more  about  man  related 
to  his  environment  and  hai-j  he  uses  his  personal  space  and  what 
amount  and  atmosphere  he  desires  to  f\mction  prefer ly  in. 
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